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Eiger Dreams: Ventures Among Men and Mountains
No one writes about mountaineering and its attendant victories
and hardships more brilliantly than Jon Krakauer. In this
collection of thirteen of his finest essays and reporting –
including the essay, “Is Yosemite Going To The Dogs” –
Krakauer writes of mountains from the memorable perspective
of one who has himself struggled with solo madness to scale
Alaska's notorious Devils Thumb.

In Pakistan, the fearsome K2 kills thirteen of the world's most
experienced mountain climbers in one horrific summer. In
Valdez, Alaska, two men scale a frozen waterfall over a
four-hundred-foot drop. In France, a hip international crowd of
rock climbers, bungee jumpers, and paragliders figure out new
ways to risk their lives on the towering peaks of Mont Blanc.
Why do they do it? How do they do it? In this extraordinary
book, Krakauer presents an unusual fraternity of daredevils,

athletes, and misfits stretching the limits of the possible.

Jon Krakauer is the author of eight books including Into the Wild, Into Thin Air, and most
recently, Missoula. He has received an Academy Award in Literature from the American Academy
of Arts and Letters. According to the award citation, “Krakauer combines the tenacity and courage
of the finest tradition of investigative journalism with the stylish subtlety and profound insight of the
born writer.”

Discussion Questions
1. Eiger Dreams depicts many advantages of being outside: lifts the mood, improves physical

health, and connects us to our earth; in chapter two, John Gil describes bouldering as the
“transcendental poetry of climbing.” Do you share Gil’s relationship to the outdoors? What
are the benefits of fostering a culture with a strong relationship to the natural world (plants,
animals, food, seas, mountains, etc.)? The potential costs of not fostering a relationship?

2. Krakauer’s descriptive prose of landscapes and pinnacles puts dazzling images in the
readers’ mind. Consider some of the beautiful places you have seen. What are they? Is
anything threatening the ecological survival of those places? How does Krakauer’s prose
bring these places alive for you, and what does it suggest about the power of literature
vis-a-vis ecological movements?

*Book and author description from jonkrakauer.com.

https://www.jonkrakauer.com/


3. Alpinists experience the far ends of earth that very few people have the luxury to see.
What can we learn from their journeys? From their struggles and repeated defeats due to
Mother Nature? From the rare beauty they get to see?

4. Consider Adrian the Romanian and the hubris he embodies when attempting to climb
Denali with no water and no equipment. In what ways is this story a microcosm for how
humans relate to the earth? And for how we currently handle climate change?

5. Weather is a major character throughout Eiger Dreams. While the weather described by
Krakauer might be considered rare and extreme, in fact extreme weather patterns around
the world are increasing with the onset of climate change (source: NASA). Consider how
much mountaineers prepare, both physically and mentally, for their climbs and yet are
frequently defeated by the mountain and/or weather. What can we learn from them? What
are we doing to prepare ourselves for a future of extreme weather? What else should we
be doing?

6. Consider the tandem relationship between the health of man and the health of the earth.
How does Eiger Dreams dramatize this relationship? As Mother Nature becomes volatile
and extreme, how must the humans in Eiger Dreams adapt? What lessons can we learn
from this and apply to the world today?

7. Eiger Dreams is Krakauer’s zealous love letter to the Earth’s most extreme pinnacles. How
would you describe mankind’s relationship to nature? How would you describe your
relationship to nature? For example: Do you have access to green space and do you take
advantage of it? How do you feel after spending a day outside?

8. Mountaineering and ice climbing are just a couple of outdoor activities threatened by
climate change. How may climate change affect your outdoor life? Consider less extreme
activities too, such as gardening, bird watching, swimming, etc.

9. Organizations like Protect Our Winters are fighting climate change to protect outdoor
recreation, amongst other things. What can individuals do in their own yards to do their
part to protect our natural weather patterns and the environment? What other
organizations are fighting to protect the planet?

What to Read, Watch, and Try Next
● Into Thin Air, nonfiction by Jon Krakauer
● All God's Children Need Traveling Shoes, nonfiction by Maya Angelou
● Outside (outsideonline.com), magazine “to inspire active participation in the world outside”
● Meru, climbing documentary directed by Jimmy Chin
● Reel Rock 15 film series (reelrocktour.com), 2020’s short-film series featuring Black Ice
● Protect Our Winters (protectourwinters.org), nonprofit, “Your passion for the outdoors can

help save it”
● Memphis Rox (memphisrox.org), nonprofit, “a climbing facility...to foster relationships

across cultural, racial, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds.”

Follow @xrrebelnyc on Twitter and Instagram

https://climate.nasa.gov/blog/2956/how-climate-change-may-be-impacting-storms-over-earths-tropical-oceans/
https://www.outsideonline.com/
https://reelrocktour.com/
https://protectourwinters.org/
https://www.memphisrox.org/

