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No One is Too Small To Make a Difference 
“Everything needs to change. And it has to start today.” 
 
In August 2018 a fifteen-year-old Swedish girl, Greta 
Thunberg, decided not to go to school one day in order to 
protest the climate crisis. Her actions sparked a global 
movement, inspiring millions of students to go on strike 
for our planet, forcing governments to listen, and earning 
her a Nobel Peace Prize nomination. 
 
No One Is Too Small to Make A Difference brings us 
Greta in her own words alongside moving images from 
her game-changing protests. Collecting her speeches that 
have made history across the globe, from the United 
Nations to mass street protests, her book is a rallying cry 
for why we must all wake up and fight to protect the living 
planet, no matter how powerless we feel. Our future 
depends upon it. 
 
 

Greta Thunberg 
Greta Thunberg was born in 2003. In August 2018 she started a school strike that became a 
movement called Fridays For Future, which has inspired school strikes for climate action in 
more than 150 countries involving millions of students. Thunberg has spoken at climate rallies 
across Europe, and at the United Nations COP24 in Poland and the World Economic Forum in 
Davos. In September 2019 she [spoke] in New York City at the UN Climate Action Summit. She 
has won the prestigious Prix Liberté and been nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize. Thunberg is 
vegan, and doesn’t fly, in order to live a low-carbon life. 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. Greta Thunberg began her school strike when she was only fifteen. Much of the 
attention to her protest stems from her youth. Young people have moral authority which 
can be powerful. What other young people have influenced adult society?  

 
*Book and author description from Penguin Random House 



 
2. Thunberg’s school strike is controversial; some people have accused her of wasting time 

and argued that she shouldn’t skip school to protest. How does Greta respond to this 
critique? Do you think her strike is worthwhile?  

3. Greta Thunberg frequently refers to planet Earth as “our house.” If Earth is our house, 
what ‘rooms’ in that house do you most appreciate (your local mountains, lakes, trees, 
etc.)? What do we need to do to protect those places? 

4. What does Greta Thunberg say about the expertise we should rely on when it comes to 
information on climate change? Who does she say has the real power?  

5. Thunberg says, “it is the sufferings of the many which pay for the luxuries of the few.” 
Climate justice reminds us that our warming planet hurts some people more than others. 
Should rich countries (like the United States) deal with climate change the same way 
that the world’s poorest countries do? How can we fight climate change equitably? 

6. “I want you to act as if our house is on fire. Because it is.” Thunberg says that she wants 
us to panic. Did reading this book make you panic? What is the value of panic? 

7. Thunberg says, “It is time for civil disobedience. It is time to rebel.” Teenagers are 
notorious for rebelling. What methods can we learn from teenagers in our battle against 
climate change?  

8. In a similar vein, Thunberg makes a case for rebelling through her school strike: “We 
already have all the facts and solutions....Why should I be studying for a future that soon 
may be no more when no one is doing anything whatsoever to save that future? And 
what is the point of learning facts within the school system when the most important facts 
given by the finest science of that same school system, clearly mean nothing to our 
politicians and our society?” What would make you strike? Do you think Thunberg’s 
strike is worthwhile? 

9. Thunberg writes, “If a few children can get headlines all over the world just by not going 
to school for a few weeks, imagine what we could do together if we wanted to.” There’s 
so much power in the word ‘imagine.’ What do you imagine you could do, however small, 
to change your community for the better? 

More like No One is Too Small to Make a Difference 
● The Man Who Planted Trees by Jean Giono 
● Dactyl Hill Squad by Daniel José Older 
● I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai 
● Follow Mari Copeny, “Little Miss Flint” (maricopeny.com) on social media 
● Follow Marley Dias (marleydias.com) founder of #1000BlackGirlBooks and author of 

Marley Dias Gets It Done: And So Can You! 
● “What is your Ecological Footprint?” website and calculator, footprintcalculator.org 

 

https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2020/07/what-is-climate-justice/

